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by saying that all men ought to be equal.    Dives
should be cut up and distributed in equal shares be-
tween Lazarus and his brethren.    The dogma which
embodies this claim is one which is easily refuted in
some of the senses which it may bear, though in spite
of such refutations it has become an essential part of
the most genuine creed of mankind.    The man of
science says, with perfect truth, that so far from men
being born equal, some are born with the capacity of
becoming Shakespeares  and   Newtons, and others
with scarcely the power of rising above Sally the
chimpanzee.     The answer would be conclusive, if
anybody demanded that we should all be just six
feet high, with brains weighing sixty ounces, neither
more nor less.    It is also true, and, I conceive, more
relevant, that, as the man of science will again say,
all improvement has come through little groups of
men superior-to their neighbours, through races or
through classes, which, by elevating themselves on
the  shoulders  of others,  have  gained  leisure  and
means   for    superior   cultivation.      But    equality
may be  demanded  as  facilitating this  process, by
removing the  artificial  advantages of wealth.     It
may be taken as a demand for a fair start, not as
a demand that the prizes shall be distributed irre-
spectively of individual worth.    And, whether the
demand is rightly or wrongly expressed, we must, I